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Foreword

In October 2012, we witnessed the 20th anniversary of Osaka Gas Foundation of Internation-
al Cultural Exchange (OGFICE). The foundation was established for the purpose of promot-
ing better understanding and international goodwill between Japan and natural gas produc-
ing countries in the Southeast Asia and Oceania through assistance in educational, academic,
and science and technology fields.
Since its establishment, OGFICE has been supported by the local people in Southeast Asia,
the government bodies in Japan and various international organizations. We are deeply
indebted to all those concerned for their guidance and support.
A vibrant economy is an essential element for the growth of emerging countries, and devel-
oping human resources constitutes a major challenge. In view of this belief, OGFICE has
pursued its activities for assisting these countries through providing educational equipment,
research grants, and scholarships.
Upon its establishment in 1992, the foundation started its activities for assisting education in
Indonesia. In 1999, the scope of the program was broadened to include support for the state
of Sarawak in Malaysia. In 2012, OGFICE launched a program for Timor-Leste on its 10th
anniversary of independence. OGFICE became a public interest incorporated foundation
authorized by the Cabinet Office of the Government of Japan in 2010. The foundation
intends to continue its effective programs on a long-term perspective. 1 should like to
request all those concerned for their continued guidance, encouragement, and support to
OGFICE in achieving its objectives in the coming years.
This booklet has been prepared to review our activities during the past two decades with
contributions from the people we have worked with. I hope it would be of interest to all the
readers.

Takashi Sakai

Chairman

Osaka Gas Foundation of International Cultural Exchange



